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A Word Before We Begin

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Brothers and sisters, I write to you not to teach something new, but to show you
something old—something that has been present in our Scriptures from the very
beginning, waiting to be seen in full.

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third
day according to the Scriptures.

"According to the Scriptures."

— 1 Corinthians 15:3—4
That phrase is not decoration. It is the foundation of everything I preach. I did not
come to you with cleverness of speech or a new philosophy. I came bearing witness to
what was already written—in Moses, in the Psalms, in the Prophets, and in the
Wisdom writings.

What I ask of you now is this: walk with me through these Scriptures. Not quickly. Not
looking for proof texts to win an argument. But slowly, the way you would walk a trail
through a wilderness—watching where each step leads, trusting that the path was laid
out by Someone who knew the destination before the journey began.

The trail begins where everything begins—at creation itself.



PART ONE: THE TESTIMONY OF THE TORAH

Moses wrote of Him. The Lord Himself said so. And so we begin with Moses, and we
will let the Torah speak on its own terms before we draw any conclusion. What does it
show us? What pattern does it lay down, from the very first words?

I. Creation — Life Comes from God, Not from Man

Open the scroll to the beginning. Before there is a commandment, before there is a
covenant, before there is a nation—there is a declaration about the nature of life itself.

"In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”

— Genesis 1:1
Everything that exists finds its origin in God. He speaks, and it is. Light, sky, sea, land,
vegetation, creatures—all of it flows from His word, His initiative, His breath.

And then He comes to man:

"Then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living
being."

— Genests 2:7

Stop here. Let this settle into your understanding.

Man is not self-originating life. He is dust—clay—until God breathes. The life in Adam
was never Adam’s own production. It was received. Man is a vessel, formed to contain
and display a life that is not his own.

Now look at what God does next. He does not hand Adam a task list. He plants a
garden:

"And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there He
put the man whom He had formed. And out of the ground the LORD God

made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for
food."

— Genests 2:8—9

God provides every tree. Man is told to eat—to receive—not to produce. He is placed in
abundance that he did not create, surrounded by provision that he did not earn.

And then the warning;:



"But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."
— Genests 2:17

Here is the first shadow, brothers. Right here in the garden, before sin ever enters, the
Torah establishes a principle that will echo through every page that follows:

Life is always received from God. Death comes when man takes it
into his own hands.

This is not merely a story about a tree. It is the Torah’s first declaration about the
fundamental nature of human existence: you were made to live by receiving. The
moment you try to source life from yourself—from your own knowledge, your own
judgment, your own effort—you step into death.

Remember this. The entire trail runs on this single rail.

Il. The Fall — Man Becomes a Self-Sourcer

Now the serpent enters. And notice what he does not say. He does not say, “Rebel
against God.” He says something far more subtle:

"You will be like God, knowing good and evil."
— Genests 3:5

The temptation is not merely to disobey. It is to become the source. To have in yourself
what previously you received from another. The serpent says: You don’t need to
depend. You can originate.

And they eat. And immediately:

"Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked.
And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings."
— Genests 3:7

Watch what happens. After the fall, man does not stop existing. He does not vanish.
But he shifts source. He is still alive in the body, but something has died—his life is no
longer flowing from God. It is flowing from himself.

And so the evidence appears immediately. Man now:
» Covers himself — he provides his own righteousness

« Hides from God — he separates from his source



« Blames others — he protects his own autonomy
And then the sentence:

"By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the
ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you
shall return.”

— Genesis 3:19
Now man’s existence is defined by production. By effort. By the sweat of his brow. This
is not just punishment—it is the natural consequence of having stepped away from the
Source. If you will not receive life, you must now produce it. And that production leads
only to dust.

The fall is not merely the beginning of sin. It is the beginning of self-
sourced existence—and everything that follows in the Torah will
testify that this existence cannot save itself.

But even here, in the curse itself, there is a whisper of promise:

"I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your

offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall

bruise his heel."”

— Genests 3:15
Someone is coming. An offspring. And He will crush what deceived mankind—but not
without being wounded Himself. The Torah whispers substitution before it has even
finished describing the fall.

And then God does something extraordinary:

"And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins

and clothed them."

— Genests 3:21
Man covered himself with leaves—the work of his own hands. God replaces that
covering with skins. And skins require a death. Something died so that man could be
covered. The first blood shed in Scripture is shed not by man’s sin but by God’s
provision.

Before there is a sacrificial system, before there is a priesthood,
before there is a temple—God Himself provides a covering through
death.



Ill. Cain and Abel — Two Offerings, Two Sources

Now the Torah makes visible what was already true in the garden. Two sons of Adam.
Two offerings.

"In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of
the ground, and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their
fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, but for
Cain and his offering He had no regard.”
— Genests 4:3—5
Why does God accept Abel and reject Cain? Many have debated this. But the Torah is
showing you the answer in the very structure of the story.

Cain brings what he produced. The fruit of the ground—the ground that was cursed
because of man’s sin. He brings the product of his labor, his sweat, his self-sourced
effort.

Abel brings a life given. The firstborn of his flock. A creature that bled and died. Abel
brings not what he produced but what was sacrificed—a life that returned to God
through death.

God receives Abel’s offering.

This is not arbitrary preference. The Torah is already establishing what will be stated
plainly centuries later:

"For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the
altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes
atonement by the life."

— Leviticus 17:11

God does not receive what comes from man’s effort as life. He
receives life that is given back to Him through death. The principle
of substitutionary atonement is already present—silently,
powerfully—in the fourth chapter of the Torah.

And notice what happens to Cain. God warns him:

"If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is
crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over
it."
— Genesis 4:7
But Cain cannot rule over it. He Kkills his brother instead. The self-sourcing life, when
confronted with its own inadequacy, does not repent—it destroys. This is the first



murder, and it is committed by the one who tried to approach God on the basis of his
own production.

The Wisdom literature will later reflect on this with devastating clarity:

"There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death."
— Proverbs 14:12

IV. Noah — Judgment, Preservation, and the Ark

The generations multiply. And so does the fruit of self-sourced existence:

"The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and
that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually."

— Genests 6:5
Note the totality. Not “some” evil. Not “occasional” evil. Every intention. Only evil.
Continually. The Torah is testifying to the thoroughness of the corruption. Self-
sourced man does not drift slowly into sin—he plunges.

Judgment comes. But in the midst of judgment, there is preservation—and it follows a
pattern:

"But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD."

— Genests 6:8
Grace. Before the ark. Before obedience. Before any instruction. Noah found grace.
The Torah uses this word—3n (chen), favor, grace—before it describes anything Noah
does.

And then God provides the means of salvation: an ark. Built to God’s specifications.
Covered with pitch—and the Hebrew word for pitch here, 193 (kaphar), is the same
root word later used for “atonement.” The ark is literally “covered with atonement.”

Everyone inside the ark is saved. Everyone outside perishes. There is no middle
ground. You are either in the vessel of God’s provision, or you are in the flood of God’s
judgment.

Salvation is by grace, through a vessel of God’s design, covered with
atonement. All who are “in” are saved. All who are “out” perish. The
pattern of inclusion—being found “in” the place of God’s provision—
appears here long before Paul will write, “If anyone is in Christ, he
is a new creation.”



And when Noah comes out of the ark, what does he do?

"Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean
animal and some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the

altar.”
— Genests 8:20

Sacrifice. Again. Death offered to God on behalf of the living. The trail continues.

V. Abraham — Righteousness Before the Law

Now we come to Abraham, and I lean on this heavily, brothers, because the Torah
itself establishes here something that many of our kinsmen have not yet fully reckoned
with.

God calls Abram out of Ur. He makes him a promise—a promise of offspring, of land,
of blessing. And then:

"And he believed the LORD, and He counted it to him as righteousness."
— Genesis 15:6

Stop. Read that again.

Before Sinai. Before the Law. Before circumcision (that comes in chapter 17—two
chapters later). Before any act of obedience that could be measured or weighed.

Abraham believed God.
And God counted it—credited it, reckoned it—as righteousness.

The Torah itself, in its own pages, establishes that righteousness is not produced by
man’s effort. It is credited by God in response to faith. This is not Paul’s invention.
This is Moses’ record. I simply read what was already written:

"For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was
counted to him as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his wages
are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who does not work
but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as
righteousness."

— Romans 4:3—5

Right standing with God comes by receiving—by believing—not by
achieving. The Torah declares this before the Law even exists.



The Binding of Isaac — The Deepest Shadow

And then God tests Abraham with the most terrifying command in all of Torah:

"Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of
which I shall tell you."

— Genesis 22:2
Your son. Your only son. The one you love. On a mountain that God will show.

Brothers, can you not feel the weight of this? The Torah is painting a picture so vivid
that it would be impossible to miss once you have eyes to see it:

« A father giving his beloved, only son

« The son carrying the wood for his own sacrifice up the mountain

» The son submitting willingly

« A mountain in Moriah—the same region where Jerusalem would later stand
Isaac asks the piercing question:

"Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?"
— Genests 22:7

And Abraham’s answer is one of the most prophetic statements in all of Scripture:

"God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”

— Genesis 22:8

God will provide. Himself. The lamb.

At the last moment, God stays Abraham’s hand and provides a ram caught in a
thicket—a substitute. Isaac lives because something else dies in his place. And
Abraham names that place:

"So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it
is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”"

— Genesis 22:14

On the mount of the LORD, it shall be provided. A substitute. A lamb.
Given by God Himself. The father offering the son. The son bearing
the wood. The provision of another life in place of the one under
Jjudgment. This is not allegory I am imposing—this is the Torah’s
own testimony, waiting for its fulfillment.



VI. Passover — Substitution and Inclusion

Now we come to Egypt, and the shadows grow unmistakable.

Israel is in bondage. For four hundred years they have lived under a power they cannot
overcome. Pharaoh—a type of the dominion of sin and death—holds them in slavery.
They cannot free themselves. No amount of effort, no amount of crying out, no
amount of self-improvement changes their condition.

And judgment is coming. The final plague. The death of the firstborn.
Now listen carefully to what God does not say. He does not say:

« “Be better.”

» “Prove yourselves.”

» “Keep a list of commandments.”

He says:

"Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month
every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for
a household... Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old... and
the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at
twilight. Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two

doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it."
— Exodus 12:3, 5—7

Take a lamb. Kill it. Put the blood on the door.
And then the key:

"For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all
the firstborn in the land of Egypt... The blood shall be a sign for you, on
the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you,

and no plague will befall you to destroy you."
— Exodus 12:12—-13

When the lamb dies, the household lives. Not because they improved. Not because
they earned it. Not because of anything in them. Because a death occurred in their
place.

But do not miss this: they are not merely observing the lamb from a distance. They
are:

« Covered by its blood
 Defined by its death



« Identified with it—sheltered inside the event of its dying

They eat the lamb. They take it into themselves. They are sustained by the very life
that was given for their protection. And in the morning, they walk out of Egypt—free.
Not by their own power, but by the power of the blood.

Life comes through another’s death—and you are counted inside
that event. You are not merely a spectator of the lamb’s sacrifice.
You are a participant. Its death becomes your deliverance. Its blood
becomes your covering. This is inclusion. This is what I mean when
I say, “I have been crucified with Christ.”

The Wisdom literature anticipated this pattern:

"The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into it
and is safe.”
— Proverbs 18:10

Safety is found not in what you build but in what you enter.

VIl. The Red Sea — Delivered Before Obedience

Now watch the order. This is critical, and many stumble here.

God rescues Israel from Egypt. He parts the Red Sea. He drowns Pharaoh’s army.
Israel walks through on dry ground.

"Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians,
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great
power that the LORD used against the Egyptians, and the people feared

the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in His servant Moses."
— Exodus 14:30—31

Salvation. Deliverance. Freedom. Done.

And when does the Law come? Not until Sinai—after the sea, after the deliverance,
after the rescue. The Red Sea happens first. Sinai comes after.

This sequence is not accidental. The Torah is declaring by its own structure:

They are saved before they are instructed. Life precedes obedience.
Obedience does not produce life—it responds to it.



God does not give the Law to make them alive. He gives it to a people already
delivered. The Law is given to the redeemed, not to the unredeemed as a path of
redemption.

The Psalmist understood this:

"He sent redemption to His people; He has commanded His covenant

forever. Holy and awesome is His name."
— Psalm 111:9

Redemption is sent. Then covenant follows. Always in that order. Always.

And I would say to my brothers who strain under the Law, thinking that if they can
only keep it well enough they will find life—look at the Torah’s own order. Even Moses
structured it this way: deliverance first, then instruction. If the Law could deliver, why
did God deliver Israel before giving it?

VIII. Sinai and the Law — Reveals, but Cannot Produce

Now we come to Sinai. The mountain smokes. The trumpet sounds. The voice of God
thunders. And the Law comes in full force—holy, righteous, and good.

I do not diminish the Law. The Law is the very expression of God’s character. It shows
what righteousness looks like. It defines the boundary between holy and profane,
between clean and unclean.

But here is what the Torah itself reveals about the Law—and it reveals it immediately.

Moses goes up the mountain. While he is still there, receiving the commandments
inscribed by the finger of God, what happens below?

"And the people gathered around Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us
gods who shall go before us.” ... And he received the gold from their hand
and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf."
— Exodus 32:1, 4
Not years later. Not after decades of struggling. Immediately. Before Moses even
comes back down the mountain, Israel has broken the first and second
commandments.

This is the Torah’s own commentary on itself. It is saying:

Even when given clearly, even when given with fire and glory and
the audible voice of God—man cannot keep it.



The problem is not the quality of the instruction. The problem is the nature of the one
receiving it.

The Wisdom of Solomon speaks to this:

"For a perishable body weighs down the soul, and this earthy tent burdens

the thoughtful mind."
— Wisdom of Solomon 9:15

And the Psalmist cries out what the Law forces every honest person to cry:

"If You, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?"

— Psalm 130:3
The answer, brothers, is no one. The Law is a mirror. It shows you what you are. But a
mirror cannot change the face it reflects.

And the system that follows Sinai proves it—because if the Law could produce what it
demands, why does God immediately institute an entire system of blood sacrifice
alongside it?

IX. The Sacrificial System — Death Is Required, Repeatedly

This is where I would ask you to slow down with me, brothers. Because the sacrificial
system is not a minor appendix to the Torah. It is the heart of the Tabernacle—the
central reality of Israel’s worship.

Every morning: an offering. Every evening: an offering. For sin, for guilt, for
thanksgiving, for purification—blood, blood, blood.

"For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the
altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes
atonement by the life."

— Leviticus 17:11
The Torah states the principle plainly: atonement comes through blood—through the
giving of a life. Not through good intentions. Not through moral improvement. Not
through keeping commandments more carefully. Through death.

Now ask the question the Torah is forcing you to ask: If the Law could produce
righteousness in man, why does death keep showing up?

If obedience were enough, why does every day require blood?



If human effort could satisfy God’s standard, why does an animal have to die before
you can even approach the Tabernacle?

The Torah is quietly shouting what the prophets will later say plainly:

The problem is not behavior—it is life. Something in man must die,
and another life must stand in its place.

The Psalmist grasped this:

"For You will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; You will not be
pleased with a burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a
broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.”

— Psalm 51:16—17
David understood that even the sacrifices themselves were not the ultimate answer—
they were pointing to something deeper. A broken spirit. A surrendered self. The end
of man’s self-sourcing.

And the Wisdom literature echoes:

"Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own

understanding."

— Proverbs 3:5
Stop leaning on your own understanding. Stop sourcing from yourself. That is what
the entire sacrificial system is dramatizing every single day—the insufficiency of
human life to sustain itself before a holy God.

X. The Day of Atonement — Two Goats

Now we come to the most concentrated shadow in all of Torah: Yom Kippur. Leviticus
16. The Day of Atonement.

Once a year. Only once. The high priest enters the Most Holy Place—the only time
anyone can enter—and he does not come empty-handed. He comes with blood.

But the heart of the ceremony is the two goats.

"And Aaron shall cast lots over the two goats, one lot for the LORD and
the other lot for Azazel. And Aaron shall present the goat on which the lot
fell for the LORD and use it as a sin offering, but the goat on which the lot
fell for Azazel shall be presented alive before the LORD to make atonement



over it, that it may be sent away into the wilderness to Azazel."
— Leviticus 16:8—10

Two goats. One destiny split into two visible acts:

The first goat is slaughtered. Its blood is brought behind the veil and sprinkled on the
mercy seat—the cover of the Ark of the Covenant, where God’s presence dwells. Death
enters the presence of God on behalf of the people. The penalty is paid.

The second goat lives—but not for itself. The high priest lays both hands on its head
and confesses over it all the iniquities and transgressions of Israel. And then the goat
is sent away, carrying the sins of the people into the wilderness, into a land of
separation, never to return.

This is not random ritual, brothers. It is a picture:

« Death happens — the penalty is satisfied

« Sin is removed — carried away, separated from the people

» The people are cleansed — declared clean before God

But it repeats. Every year. The same ceremony. The same blood. The same goats.
Why?

Because it is not complete.

"But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. For it is
impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins."

— Hebrews 10:3—4
The Torah’s own structure testifies: this system is not the destination. It is a sign
pointing forward. Every repetition is a confession: we have not yet arrived. The full
and final dealing with sin—and the sinner—has not yet occurred.

A full and final atonement—one that does not repeat, one that deals
with sin completely, one that makes the worshiper perfect forever—
has not yet come. But the Day of Atonement is screaming that it
must.

Xl. The Tabernacle and the Veil — Separation and Access

Consider the structure of the Tabernacle itself, for it too is a testimony.



There is a court. There is a Holy Place. And there is the Most Holy Place—the Holy of
Holies—where the Ark rests, where God’s presence dwells.

And between the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place hangs a thick curtain—the veil.

"And you shall make a veil of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine
twined linen... And the veil shall separate for you the Holy Place from the
Most Holy. You shall put the mercy seat on the ark of the testimony in the

Most Holy Place.”
— Exodus 26:31, 33—34

The veil separates. It is beautiful —woven with cherubim, with royal colors—but its
beauty does not change its function. It says: You cannot enter. The way to God’s
presence is blocked.

Only one man, once a year, with blood, may pass through. And if he enters wrongly, he
dies.

The Torah is building architecture out of theology. The physical structure of the
Tabernacle is a three-dimensional declaration:

Man in his present condition cannot dwell in the presence of God.
Something stands between. And until that barrier is removed—not
sidestepped, not ignored, but removed—full access is impossible.

The Psalmist longed for what the veil denied:

"As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for You, O God. My
soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and appear
before God?"

— Psalm 42:1—2

When shall I come? When shall the veil be removed? When shall access be granted—
not once a year, through a priest, with the blood of animals—but truly, fully, finally?

The Torah built the wall. The Prophets longed for its removal. And we shall see what
happened to that veil.

XIl. The Sabbath — The Command to Cease

Before we turn to the Prophets, there is one more witness in the Torah that we must
not pass over: the Sabbath.



"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and
do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God.

On it you shall not do any work."
— Exodus 20:8-10

The fourth commandment. Often treated as merely a rule about rest. But listen to its
deeper voice.

God commands man to stop. To cease from producing. To enter into what God has
already done.

"For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is
in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the
Sabbath day and made it holy."

— Exodus 20:11
God rested not because He was tired, but because the work was complete. And He
invites man into that completeness. The Sabbath is a weekly rehearsal of a staggering
truth:

The Sabbath has always been saying: “Stop working. Stop
producing. Enter what God has done.” It is not merely a day. It is a
principle. It is the Torah’s declaration that man’s striving must end
and God’s finished work must be entered.

And yet Israel could not keep even this. They gathered manna on the Sabbath. They
broke the Sabbath repeatedly. Because the fallen heart cannot stop striving. It cannot
rest. It is addicted to self-sourcing.

The Sabbath command reveals the disease even as it prescribes the cure: man needs a
rest he cannot give himself.



PART TWO: THE TESTIMONY OF THE WISDOM WRITINGS

The Torah lays the pattern. The Wisdom writings illuminate it from within—reflecting
on human experience, on the futility of self-effort, and on the necessity of depending
entirely on God.

Xlll. The Psalms — The Cry of the Righteous Sufferer

David—a man after God’s own heart—was also a man who understood the depths of
human failure. And the Spirit of God moved him to write words that stretched far
beyond his own experience, words that could only find their full meaning in One who
was to come.

Psalm 22 — A Death Described Before Crucifixion Existed

"My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? Why are You so far from
saving me, from the words of my groaning?"

— Psalm 22:1
Brothers, this psalm was written a thousand years before Christ. And yet listen to what
it describes:

"I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is
like wax; it is melted within my breast; my strength is dried up like a
potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; You lay me in the dust of
death."

— Psalm 22:14—15

"For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have

pierced my hands and feet—I can count all my bones—they stare and

gloat over me. They divide my garments among them, and for my

clothing they cast lots."

— Psalm 22:16—18
Pierced hands and feet. Bones out of joint. Garments divided. Lots cast for clothing.
This is a description of crucifixion—written centuries before the Romans invented it.
David did not experience this. No event in David’s life corresponds to these details.
The Spirit was painting a portrait of a death that had not yet occurred.

But the psalm does not end in death. It ends in triumph:



"All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all
the families of the nations shall worship before You. For kingship belongs

to the LORD, and He rules over the nations."
— Psalm 22:27—28

The Scriptures describe a righteous sufferer who is forsaken,
pierced, stripped, and laid in the dust of death—and through that
death, all nations turn to God. This is not coincidence. This is
prophecy written in poetry.

Psalm 16 — Resurrection Anticipated

"For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let Your holy one see

corruption. You make known to me the path of life; in Your presence there

is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore."

— Psalm 16:10-11
David died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. He saw corruption. So
these words cannot refer to David alone. The Spirit was speaking through David about
Someone who would go to the grave and not stay there—whose body would not
decay—who would be shown the path of life through death itself.

Psalm 110 — Priest and King

"The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make your

enemies a footstool for your feet.”... The LORD has sworn and will not

change His mind, “You are a priest forever after the order of

Melchizedek.”"

— Psalm 110:1, 4
David calls his own descendant “my Lord.” And this Lord is both King (seated at God’s
right hand) and Priest (after the order of Melchizedek—not of Aaron, not of Levi). The
Torah’s priesthood was always temporary, always inherited, always limited by death.
But here the Psalmist speaks of a priest forever. A priesthood that does not pass to
another because the priest does not die—or rather, dies and rises to an indestructible
life.

Psalm 40 — Beyond Sacrifice

"In sacrifice and offering You have not delighted, but You have given me
an open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering You have not required. Then I
said, “Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me: I
delight to do Your will, O my God; Your law is within my heart.”"

— Psalm 40:6-8



Sacrifice and offering You have not required—but instead, a life of perfect obedience.
“I have come to do Your will.” Who is this who comes, written of in the scroll, with
God’s law not merely commanded from outside but dwelling within His heart? It is not
David. It is the One David saw from afar.

XIV. Proverbs and Ecclesiastes — The Futility of Self-Effort

The Wisdom literature serves a unique function in the trail: it examines human
experience with unflinching honesty and confirms what the Torah’s structure already
demonstrates.

Proverbs: The Limits of Human Wisdom

"Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make
straight your paths."”

— Proverbs 3:5—6
This is not mere practical advice. It is the Wisdom tradition’s restatement of the
garden principle: do not source from yourself. Lean on Another. The path is made
straight not by your navigation but by His direction.

"There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death."

— Proverbs 14:12
The Torah showed it in Cain. The Torah showed it at Babel. The Torah showed it at the
golden calf. And Proverbs states it as a universal principle: self-directed life—no
matter how reasonable it appears—ends in death.

"The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of

the Holy One is insight."”

— Proverbs 9:10
Wisdom itself—true understanding—does not begin with human intelligence. It begins
with surrender to God. It begins with the fear of the LORD, which is the end of self-
sovereignty.



Ecclesiastes: The Vanity of All Things Under the Sun

"Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

What does man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the sun?"

— Ecclesiastes 1:2—3
The Preacher—Solomon in all his wisdom and wealth and accomplishment—examines
everything under the sun and pronounces it hevel: vapor, breath, vanity. Meaningless.

He tries wisdom. He tries pleasure. He tries great works. He tries wealth. And his
conclusion?

"Then I considered all that my hands had done and the toil I had expended
in doing it, and behold, all was vanity and a striving after wind, and there
was nothing to be gained under the sun.”

— Ecclesiastes 2:11
This is the Wisdom tradition’s testimony to the same truth the Torah demonstrates:
self-sourced existence is futile. Man toils and produces, but the product is vapor.
Under the sun—in the realm of human effort alone—there is no lasting gain.

But Ecclesiastes does not leave you in despair. It points upward:

"He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, He has put eternity

into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from

the beginning to the end."

— Ecclesiastes 3:11
God has placed eternity in the human heart. Man was made for something beyond the
sun, beyond the vanity, beyond the vapor. He was made for a life that does not end—
but he cannot find it by his own searching. It must be given. It must be revealed. It
must come from outside the system.

The entire Wisdom tradition confirms: human effort cannot produce
eternal life. Self-sourced existence is vanity. True life must come
Jrom God—as a gift, not an achievement.

XV. The Wisdom of Solomon — The Suffering Righteous

One

In the Wisdom of Solomon, we encounter a passage so striking that it could have been
written as a commentary on the cross itself:



"Let us lie in wait for the righteous man, because he is inconvenient to us
and opposes our actions; he reproaches us for sins against the law, and
accuses us of sins against our training. He professes to have knowledge of
God, and calls himself a child of the Lord... Let us see if his words are true,
and let us test what will happen at the end of his life; for if the righteous
man is God’s child, He will help him, and will deliver him from the hand of
his adversaries. Let us test him with insult and torture, so that we may
find out how gentle he is, and make trial of his forbearance. Let us
condemn him to a shameful death, for, according to what he says, he will

be protected.”
— Wisdom of Solomon 2:12—20

A righteous man. Calls himself God’s child. Claims to have knowledge of God. Is tested
with torture and insult. Condemned to a shameful death. And mocked with the taunt:
“If He is God’s Son, God will deliver Him.”

Brothers, does this not echo in your ears? Do you not hear in these words the voice of
those who stood at the foot of the cross?

"He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if He desires him. For he said,

“I am the Son of God.”
— Matthew 27:43

And yet the Wisdom writer goes further:

"But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will
ever touch them. In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and
their departure was thought to be a disaster, and their going from us to be
their destruction; but they are at peace. For though in the sight of others
they were punished, their hope is full of immortality."

— Wisdom of Solomon 3:1—4

The Wisdom writings testify: the righteous one appears to die in
shame, but his death is not destruction—it is the doorway to
immortality. What the foolish see as defeat, God sees as victory.
What appears to be the end is in truth the beginning of
indestructible life.



PART THREE: THE TESTIMONY OF THE PROPHETS

If the Torah lays the pattern and the Wisdom writings illuminate it, the Prophets
declare it with trumpet-blast clarity. They speak of what is coming with a specificity
that leaves no room for doubt—once you have walked the trail this far.

XVI. Isaiah — The Suffering Servant

We come now to the peak of the prophetic mountain. Isaiah, chapter 53. No passage in
all the Hebrew Scriptures has generated more discussion—or more discomfort—
because it describes with surgical precision what happened to Jesus of Nazareth,
written seven hundred years before His birth.

"Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm
of the LORD been revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we
should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him."
— Isaiah 53:1—2
No outward glory. No worldly majesty. He comes like a root from dry ground—
humble, unimpressive, easy to overlook.

"He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised,
and we esteemed him not."

— Isaiah 53:3
Despised. Rejected. A man of sorrows. This is not the conquering king Israel expected.
This is the suffering servant Israel needed.

And now the prophet reveals why He suffers:

"Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed
him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed."”
— Isaiah 53:4—5
Read those words slowly, brothers. Our griefs. Our sorrows. Our transgressions. Our
iniquities. Our peace. Our healing. Every word places the burden on Him and the
benefit on us. This is substitution stated as plainly as human language allows.



"All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his

own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

— Isaiah 53:6
Every one of us has turned to his own way. That is the self-sourcing the Torah
described in the garden. And the LORD—God Himself—has laid on Him the iniquity of
us all. Not some. All.

"He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like

a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers

is silent, so he opened not his mouth."

— Isaiah 53:7
Like a lamb led to slaughter. The Passover lamb. Abel’s lamb. Abraham’s lamb. The
lamb of the daily offering. They all find their meaning here—in a person, not an
animal. In One who goes willingly, silently, to take the place of the guilty.

"Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief;

when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he

shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand."”

— Isaiah 53:10
It was the will of the LORD. This was not an accident. Not a tragedy. Not a plan gone
wrong. This was the purpose of God from before the foundation of the world. His soul
makes an offering for guilt—the guilt offering of Leviticus, the asham, now fulfilled not
in an animal but in a man. And then: He shall see his offspring. He shall prolong his
days. After the offering—after the death—there is life. Resurrection.

"Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his
knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be
accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities."

— Isaiah 53:11

He shall make many to be accounted righteous. Not by their own
effort. By His knowledge. By His bearing. By His substitution.
Righteousness credited—just as it was credited to Abraham. Not
produced. Given.

"Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide
the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was
numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes
intercession for the transgressors."
— Isaiah 53:12
He poured out His soul to death. He was numbered with the transgressors. He bore
the sin of many. And He makes intercession—still, now, ongoing—for the
transgressors.



Brothers, tell me: who in all of Israel’s history fulfills these words? What righteous
servant was pierced for the transgressions of others, bore the sins of many, was silent
before his accusers, died with the wicked, was buried with the rich, and then
prolonged his days beyond death?

I know only One.

XVII. Jeremiah — The New Covenant

The prophet Jeremiah, weeping over the sin of Judah, is given a vision of something
entirely new:

"Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the

covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by

the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they

broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD."

— Jeremiah 31:31—32
Not like the old covenant. The old one was broken. Not by God—He was faithful. But
by Israel. The Law given at Sinai, inscribed on stone, was broken because it was
external to the people who received it. It came from outside and could not change
what was inside.

But the new covenant will be different:

"For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after

those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will

write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my

people.”

— Jeremiah 31:33
Within them. On their hearts. Not on stone tablets that shatter. Not in a book that they
read but cannot obey. Within. The problem the Torah exposed—that the issue is not
instruction but nature—Jeremiah says God Himself will solve. He will change the
interior.

"And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother,
saying, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity,
and I will remember their sin no more."

— Jeremiah 31:34



The new covenant promises what the old could never deliver:
interior transformation, direct knowledge of God, complete
Jorgiveness. Not sin managed, not sin temporarily covered—sin
remembered no more.

XVIIl. Ezekiel — New Heart, New Spirit

Ezekiel, prophesying from exile in Babylon, receives the most explicit promise of
interior transformation in all the Prophets:
"I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give
you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove
the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will
put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be

careful to obey my rules."
— Ezekiel 36:25—27

Read that carefully, brothers. Every verb is God’s action:
« I will sprinkle

« I'will cleanse

I will give you a new heart

e I will remove the heart of stone

I will put My Spirit within you
I will cause you to walk

Man’s part? To receive. God does it all. The heart of stone—the self-sourcing, self-
protecting, self-righteous heart that the Torah exposed from the garden to the golden
calf—God Himself will remove and replace.

This is not moral improvement. This is not trying harder. This is death and
resurrection at the level of the human heart. The old heart dies. A new one is given.
And with it, God’s own Spirit—the same breath that animated Adam in the garden—is
placed within, causing obedience from the inside out.

The Torah revealed that the problem is not instruction but nature.
The Prophets declare that God Himself will solve this by giving a



new nature—a new heart, a new spirit, His own Spirit dwelling
within. What the Law could never produce, God Himself provides.

XIX. Ezekiel — The Valley of Dry Bones

And then Ezekiel is given a vision that is perhaps the most vivid picture of resurrection
in all of the Hebrew Scriptures:

"The hand of the LORD was upon me, and He brought me out in the Spirit
of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley. It was full of
bones... and behold, they were very dry. And He said to me, “Son of man,

can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, You know.”"
— Ezekiel 37:1—3

Very dry. Not recently dead. Long dead. Completely dead. Beyond any human
possibility of restoration.

And God commands Ezekiel to prophesy over them—to speak life over death:

"So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a
sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its
bone. And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had
come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in
them."

— Ezekiel 37:7-8

Structure without life. Form without breath. This is man after the fall—the body
assembled, the appearance present, but the animating Spirit absent. Just as in the
garden: the form existed, but it took God’s breath to make it live.

"Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath... Come from the four winds,
O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” So I prophesied
as He commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and

stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army."
— Ezekiel 37:9—10

Life from death. Not by human effort. By the breath—the Spirit—of God.

The pattern that began in Genesis returns in Ezekiel: man is dead
until God breathes. And God promises that He will breathe again—
over the dry bones, over the dead hearts, over the hopeless situation
of humanity under sin and death. Resurrection is not merely
possible—it is promised.



XX. Daniel — Resurrection and Everlasting Life

"And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And those
who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those
who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever."

— Daniel 12:2—3
The dust of the earth. Adam was taken from dust. The curse said he would return to
dust. But Daniel says the dust is not the end. There is an awakening coming. Out of the
very ground to which the fall condemned us, God will raise the dead.

And the one who turns many to righteousness—Isaiah’s servant, the one who makes
many to be accounted righteous—shall shine like the stars forever.

XXI. Hosea — Life from Death on the Third Day

"Come, let us return to the LORD; for He has torn us, that He may heal us;
He has struck us down, and He will bind us up. After two days He will
revive us; on the third day He will raise us up, that we may live before
Him."

— Hosea 6:1—2

On the third day He will raise us up.

Brothers, when I wrote to you that Christ was raised on the third day according to the
Scriptures, this is one of the Scriptures I meant. The pattern is embedded: torn, then
healed. Struck down, then raised. After two days, then on the third—life.

The prophetic Scriptures do not merely anticipate death. They
anticipate death followed by resurrection—specifically on the third
day. This is not a pattern we imposed on the text. It is a pattern the
text laid down, centuries before it was fulfilled.



XXIl. Zechariah — The One They Pierced

"And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look
on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one
mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a

firstborn."”
— Zechariah 12:10

They look on Him whom they have pierced. The pierced hands of Psalm 22. The
pierced servant of Isaiah 53. Now Zechariah identifies this one as the LORD Himself

speaking: “They look on me, on him whom they have pierced.” God and the pierced
one are the same.

And the response is mourning—the mourning of repentance, the mourning of
recognition. They will see, finally, who it was that they rejected. And a spirit of grace
will be poured out.

"On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and

the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness."
— Zechariah 13:1

A fountain. For sin and uncleanness. Opened on the day they recognize the pierced
one. The sacrificial system was a river of blood—daily, yearly, never finished. But here
Zechariah speaks of a fountain—an inexhaustible, permanent, once-for-all cleansing.

The Prophets converge: the pierced one opens a_fountain of
cleansing. The suffering servant bears the sin. The new covenant
writes God’s law on the heart. The dry bones rise. It is all one story,
told from many angles, pointing to one event.

XXIIl. Malachi — The Messenger of the Covenant

"Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.
And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says
the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who
can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’
soap.”

— Malachi 3:1—2



The last voice of the Prophets before four centuries of silence. And what does he say?
Someone is coming. A messenger who prepares. And then the Lord Himself—
suddenly, to His temple. But His coming is not gentle. It is refining fire. It will purify
and cleanse.

And this is where the prophetic voice falls silent—waiting, expectant, the trail
suspended in mid-air, reaching forward toward something it cannot yet see but knows
must come.



PART FOUR: NOW BRING IT ALL TOGETHER

Brothers and sisters, we have walked the trail. From Genesis to Malachi. From
creation to the last prophet. Now stand at the end and look back at what the Scriptures
themselves have been saying—not what I say, but what they say.

The Testimony of the Scriptures, Gathered

From the Torah:

 Life must come from God, not from man (Genesis 2)

« Man has become self-sourced and cannot restore himself (Genesis 3)

« God Himself provides a covering through death (Genesis 3:21)

« God receives the offering of a substituted life, not human production (Genesis 4)
« Salvation is by grace, through a vessel covered with atonement (Genesis 6—9)

« Righteousness cannot be produced—it is credited through faith (Genesis 15:6)

« God will provide Himself the lamb (Genesis 22)

« Life comes through another’s death, and you are counted inside that event (Exodus
12)

Deliverance comes before instruction—life precedes obedience (Exodus 14—20)

The Law reveals righteousness but cannot create it in man (Exodus 32)

Death is required for atonement—repeatedly (Leviticus 1—16)

A full and final dealing with sin has not yet occurred (Leviticus 16)

The Sabbath commands man to cease striving and enter God’s rest (Exodus 20)

From the Wisdom Writings:

Self-directed life ends in death (Proverbs 14:12)
« Human effort under the sun is vanity (Ecclesiastes 1—2)
« Even sacrifice is not enough—God wants a surrendered life (Psalm 51)

A righteous sufferer is pierced, stripped, and laid in death—and through that death,
nations turn to God (Psalm 22)

« God’s Holy One will not see corruption (Psalm 16)

« A priest forever after the order of Melchizedek (Psalm 110)



 The righteous one is condemned to shameful death, but his hope is immortality
(Wisdom 2—-3)

From the Prophets:

A suffering servant bears the sins of many and is pierced for our transgressions
(Isaiah 53)

« A new covenant will write God’s law on the heart and forgive sin completely
(Jeremiah 31)

« God will remove the heart of stone and give a new heart with His Spirit (Ezekiel 36)

» The dead will rise—dry bones will live again by God’s breath (Ezekiel 37)

On the third day, He will raise us up (Hosea 6)

They will look on Him whom they have pierced (Zechariah 12)

« A fountain will be opened for sin and uncleanness (Zechariah 13)

XXIV. And So When Christ Comes...

I did not invent a new religion. I saw where the trail led.
When Jesus of Nazareth came, I saw:

Passover — fulfilled. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. He
died at Passover. His blood covers those who are “in” Him.

Sacrifice — fulfilled. He is the offering that does not need to be repeated. One sacrifice,
once, for all time.

The Law’s demand — fulfilled. He kept it perfectly—the only one who ever did. And
then He bore its curse on behalf of those who could not.

Death required — fulfilled. He died. Actually, fully, really died. The death that sin
demanded was paid in full.

The Day of Atonement — fulfilled. He is both the goat that dies and the goat that
carries sin away. Both acts—penalty and removal—accomplished in one person.

The veil — torn. When He breathed His last, the curtain of the temple was torn in two,
from top to bottom. Not from bottom up—not by human hand. From top down. God
tore it. The barrier is removed. Access is open.



The new covenant — inaugurated. In His blood, the covenant Jeremiah foretold is
established. The law is now written on hearts. Sin is remembered no more.

The new heart — given. The Spirit Ezekiel promised is poured out. The breath of God
fills the dead. The dry bones live.

The resurrection — accomplished. On the third day—just as Hosea said—He rose.
Death could not hold Him. Corruption did not touch Him. Psalm 16 is fulfilled.
Daniel’s promise is confirmed.

And then the shock. The part that broke me on the road to Damascus and rebuilt me
as a new man:

I was included.

His death is my death. I have been crucified with Him. The old self—the self-sourcing,
law-breaking, dust-returning Adam-life—has been put to death in His death. Not
metaphorically. Actually. In the reckoning of God, when Christ died, I died.

And His resurrection is my resurrection. I have been raised with Him. A new life—not
self-produced, not earned, not achieved—has been given. The life I now live in the
flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

"I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son

of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me."
— Galatians 2:20

This is not abstract theology. This is the only conclusion that fits the Scriptures.

XXV. And Sabbath Finally Makes Sense

Now you come full circle. Back to the garden. Back to the seventh day.

The Sabbath was always saying: “Stop working. Enter what God has done.” But Israel
could never fully keep it, because the rest it pointed to had not yet been provided.

Now it is provided.

I no longer strive to produce righteousness. I have received it. I no longer work to earn
God’s approval. I have been approved in the Beloved. I no longer source life from
myself. Christ lives in me.



This is Sabbath—not as a day of the week, but as the permanent condition of the
redeemed heart. The writer to the Hebrews understood this:

"So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, for whoever

has entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from

His."

— Hebrews 4:9—10
Rested from his works. Not from activity—but from the self-sourcing striving that the
fall introduced. The work is finished. Christ said so from the cross: “It is finished.” The
word is tetelestai—a word used in the marketplace meaning “paid in full.”

Sabbath is fulfilled in a person. Not in a calendar. Not in a
regulation. In Christ. And in all who are in Him.



A Final Word

Brothers and sisters, let me sharpen this to a single point—the way a blade is
sharpened on stone until there is nothing left but the edge.

If all of Torah is true—and it is—then tell me:
Where, in all of it, do you see a man successfully producing righteousness before God?
You will not find one.

Adam fell. Cain failed. The generation of Noah was wicked in every imagination.
Abraham was justified by faith, not works. Israel broke the covenant before Moses
descended the mountain. The sacrificial system repeated endlessly because it could
never finish the job. The Day of Atonement came every year because last year’s
atonement was not enough.

But you will find, over and over:
» Death

« Substitution

 Provision

« Promise

That is not accidental.

That is a trail.

And I did not create it.

I realized where it led.

It led to a cross outside Jerusalem, where the Lamb that God Himself provided was
slain for the sins of the world. Where the suffering servant of Isaiah bore our griefs.
Where the pierced one of Zechariah opened a fountain for sin. Where the Passover was
fulfilled, the sacrifice completed, the veil torn, the new covenant established, and the
Sabbath rest entered—once, for all, forever.

And it led to an empty tomb three days later, where Daniel’s promise became history,
where Psalm 16’s hope became fact, where Hosea’s “third day” arrived, and where the
breath of God filled the dry bones with indestructible life.



I write these things to you not as speculation. I write as a witness. I met the risen
Christ on the road to Damascus. And when I opened the Scriptures afterward, I did
not find a new story. I found the old story—the only story—finally making sense.

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was
buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.

According to the Scriptures.

Grace be with you all.

Paul,
a servant of Christ Jesus,
to the saints everywhere who are being called
out of darkness into His marvelous light.



